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1. Module Code M07A

2. Title Speech, Language and Communication
Needs– Skills & Knowledge

3. Level 7

4. Credit Points 30

5. Start Term Autumn, Spring, Summer

6. Module Leader Janet Stevens,

7. Accredited by

8. Module Requisitions

(a) Pre-requisite None

(b) Programme Restriction None

(c) Level restrictions None

(d) Other restrictions or
requirements

None

9. Automatic deferral No

10. Aims

● To understand speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) and its
relationship to learning and other areas of children and young people's
development.

● To understand the nature and range of SLCN and their potential impacts for
children and young people.

● To understand the ways in which SLCN may be identified, assessed and
profiled.

● To understand a range of ways in which SLCN can be effectively supported.
● To understand the professional issues in joint working within schools and

with other agencies in supporting SLCN.
11. Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

On successful completion of this module, students will have:

1. A comprehensive knowledge and understanding of relevant SLCN and its
relevance to pupils' learning, social, emotional development and behaviour.

2. A comprehensive knowledge of SLCN and their relationships to other areas
of SEND.

Skills

On successful completion of this module, students will be able to:

3. Critically evaluate the impact for pupils with SLCN at the learning, social,
emotional and behavioural levels, with reference to current theory and
evidence.



4. Critically evaluate their role, and the processes and methods used, in
identifying, assessing and profiling a child or young person's SLCN.

5. Critically evaluate a range of ways SLCN can be supported in the classroom
and wider school context and analyse how their effectiveness may be
evaluated.

6. Evaluate ways to fully engage children and young people with SLCN in all
aspects of their support.

7. Evaluate the factors contributing to effective inter-professional and
inter-agency collaboration in relation to children with SLCN.

12. Syllabus

Theories of speech, language and communication development .
The role of language in learning, social, emotional development and behaviour.
Impact of SLCN on children and young people.
The differences between pupils with DLD (Developmental Language Disorder), and
those with transient, 'environmentally generated' SLCN.
What works in supporting SLCN – exploring the evidence and methods for
evaluating the effectiveness of support.
How do adopt a graduated approach to SLCN lead by Quality First Teaching as
outlined in the 2015 Code of Practice.
Involving children and young people with SLCN – pupil voice and participation.
Developing and fostering universal level communication & language-rich
environments within every classroom.
Roles, responsibilities and structures of services to support children and young
people with SLCN.

13. Learning and teaching will be via distance education using Real Training's online
Virtual Learning Environment, Campus Online.

Students access the study topics, including the learning activity instructions and
supporting content through Campus Online.

Campus Online is an integrated environment that:
● Guides the student through the module, giving instruction of what to do to

complete the module's series of Learning Experiences. These experiences
are designed to cover the Learning Outcomes so that the student can pass
their assessments.

● Allows students to manage and track their progress through the activities
and assessments.

● Enables students to submit their evidence and assignments, and receive
feedback from their tutors.

As this module is focused on Skills & Knowledge, the Learning Experiences are
based around Practical activities that encourage the student to learn skills and
acquire the relevant knowledge. These are supported by activities that promote
Review and Reflection and provide access to relevant Theory and Policy, Case
Study and Exercises.

These activities include:
● Reflection on practice, structured through 'learning log' online entries.
● Formative exercises such as multiple choice quizzes with instant feedback,

and self-assessment scales.
● Problem-based learning scenarios.



There is access to supporting content including:
● Directed reading of selected papers, book chapters, specialist online

materials.
● Use of case study examples, videos and other learning materials.

Campus Online also supports a collaborative learning environment with:
● Fellow students via peer review, presentations by students, group forums

and participation in online discussion forums including action learning sets.
● Interaction with tutors and learning coaches including receiving feedback,

support (for learning, technical questions and course administration) via
private messaging and forums.

● Both students and tutors via forums and webinars (online seminars, live and
recorded) by tutors and visiting professionals and academics.

Assessment is through coursework assignments covering the 7 learning outcomes
and will consist of (numbers in brackets refer to learning outcomes assessed):

● Critical analysis 1 (3000 words): A written assignment discussing the role
of speech, language and communication development within the educational
context. (1)

● Critical analysis 2 (1500 words or equivalent): A critical analysis of SLCN
within the school context. (2,3,4,5,6)

● Practice analysis (1500 words or equivalent): A critique of local policy
and practice in joint working with pupils with SLCN. (7)

Delegates, should they wish to and where a word equivalence option is given, will
be encouraged to produce a portfolio of evidence including the use multimedia
approaches where suitable but will not be penalised for using text based
submissions.

14. Assessment Weighting

Seen examination %

Unseen examination %

Coursework (no examination) 100%

Seen examination %

15. Timetabled examination required No

16. Length of exam N/A

17. Learning materials

The core reading list for this module can be found on the relevant module page on
the Campus Online learning platform.

Any reading materials that are required for the course will also be made available to
students, embedded within Campus Online. This may be as a journal article or
extract from a key text, etc.
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